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Remembering Cliff Herndon, 

1926-2020. 

We celebrate the life and mourn the loss of 

Cliff Herndon, a long-time member, leader, 

and supporter of South Bay Sanctuary 

Covenant (SBSC).  She lived a long life, 

passing away at the age of 93, after a 

lifetime filled with service and advocacy for 

others. 

See ‘Cliff Herndon’, page 4   
 

A Message From Our Partner Community 

Community Octavio Ortiz, October 22, 2020 

The Octavio Ortiz community and its board of 
directors have the pleasure to write to you and 
at the same time we send many greetings to all 
of you dear brothers of the Sanctuary Group of 
the South Bay of Palo Alto. 

Our community is doing well in the sense that 
we have not had to mourn any deaths from 
COVID since there are many in the country. I 

thank God to tell you 
that we have received 
support with food on 
several occasions, from 
the mayor’s office and 
some institutions,  and 
from you, which has 
been very valuable 
and we are infinitely 
grateful in these 
months that have been 
difficult because of the 
pandemic that all the 
countries of the world 
are suffering from. 

There is already an economic re- opening and 
we are working a little more, always with the 
necessary precautionary measures. 

See ‘Message’, page 3   

 

Mobile Computer Lab Project 
Internet Access For Distance Learning 

In this era of Covid-19, education in the Bajo 
Lempa, like in the rest of the world, faces 
daunting new challenges, a major one being a 
lack of technological access in the homes of 
students and their parents to facilitate online 
instruction.  To begin to address this challenge, 
Voices on the Border has instituted a mobile 
computer lab project, in which students have 
access to shared computer facilities at a 
designated central location in their community. 

 

The project is currently serving students from 
the communities of Comunidad Octavio Ortiz, 
Amando Lopez and Catorce de Abril, with the 
computers regularly rotating between each of 
the three communities.   
The goals of the project include providing 
access to digital educational resources in order 
to maintain student retention and motivation 
to continue their studies.  The program has a  

 

  See ‘’Mobile Computer Lab’, page 3   
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Improving Food Security and Nutrition through Family Gardens—Update 
 
In our July newsletter we featured an article 
about a new Voices on the Border project to 
improve food security and nutrition in El 
Salvador by providing resources for family 
vegetable gardens. El Salvador faces serious 
challenges with food security, which is 
defined as the state of having reliable access 
to sufficient, affordable, and nutritious food. 
The country is highly dependent on other 
countries for its food, needing to import 70 
percent of the food to feed its population.  90 percent of the fruits and vegetables come from 
neighboring Guatemala.  Covid-19 and the loss of employment wages in the  country has added to the 

challenge of access to sufficient nutritious 
food. Under guidance from agricultural 
experts, the project focuses on the planting 
of small family gardens yielding nutritious 
vegetables.  The goals are greater family 
autonomy about food sources, improved 
nutrition, and reduced food expenses.  
Children are encouraged to participate and 
will be critical for the long-term 
sustainability of the project and 
strengthening family bonding. 

Earlier this year SBSC donated $2310 to Voices to get this critically-important project started. 
Since the project began several months ago, Voices, with 
support from SBSC and others, has expanded it from 50 
to 69 families, helping sustain a total of 250 people.  
There are now a total of 49 family gardens, some of 
which multiple families manage collectively. Using eco-
friendly soil amendments, the families are growing a 
wide variety of vegetables, including beans, squash, 
carrots, tomatoes, peppers and beets.  Currently, the 
project is focused on families in the rural department of 
Morazán, the region with the highest level of poverty 
and malnutrition in the country.  But Voices hopes to 
extend the project to other parts of the country in the 
future, including the Bajo Lempa, where SBSC has a 
history of accompaniment and solidarity with the people 
in their struggles that goes back to 1992. 
 
For more information about the project, including photos and a video, go to http://votb.org/activities/the-

issues/sustainable-living-in-morazan/. 

Mark Reedy 

http://votb.org/activities/the-issues/sustainable-living-in-morazan/
http://votb.org/activities/the-issues/sustainable-living-in-morazan/
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‘Mobile Computer Lab’ continued from page 1 

special Covid-19 safety protocol that all 
participants must follow.  SBSC helps fund 
this project through its ongoing financial 
support to Voices.  

The project provides students with online 
curriculum materials as well as basic 
computer literacy training.  It is also 
supported by the medical personnel from the 
Comunidad Octavio Ortiz Health Clinic, who 
offer mini-workshops about Covid-19 and 
how to properly wear a mask, wash hands 
and other preventative measures. 
A representative from the El Salvador 
Ministry of Education has recently visited the 
project and congratulated the project leaders 
for instituting this critical program. 

To learn more about this project, the following 
link has a detailed description along with 
pictures and videos:   
https://votb.org/activities/the-
issues/mobile-computer-lab-in-the-bajo-
lempa/ 

 

Mark Reedy 

 

‘Message’ continued from page 1 

On the other hand, in education the schools are 
still closed, the teachers are working with 
guides and online with the students. This has 
been difficult, especially for the children of the 
Infantil Center and those of the primary school, 
because in these cases it is necessary to have 
parents help them with the development of the 
guides. Second and third cycle children are 
more independent but are also having learning 
difficulties.  In the religious sector, the pastoral 
committee leads in celebrating our faith, 
always with the necessary preventive 
measures. 

We also want to inform you that in our 
community we have just finished a new health 
clinic. It was done with the support of the 
previous government. Our community 
donated the land. We feel good that with God’s 
help the new clinic will improve access to 
health for our people. 

In the productive sector, our farmers are about 
to harvest their corn crops. We also have an 
organized group of 20 young people dedicated 
to the production of vegetables, as part of a 
project supported by VOICES with funds 
donated by 
our dear 
Arlene.  

We are 
about to 
conclude 
the 
communal 
house, 
which is a 
project that 
has been 
going on 
since 2012 and that with God’s help we will be 
inaugurating next month. At the end of last 
year we obtained a $7,000 donation that we 
used to install the ceramic floor and handrails  

See’Message’ page5   

  

https://votb.org/activities/the-issues/mobile-computer-lab-in-the-bajo-lempa/
https://votb.org/activities/the-issues/mobile-computer-lab-in-the-bajo-lempa/
https://votb.org/activities/the-issues/mobile-computer-lab-in-the-bajo-lempa/
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‘Cliff Herndon’ continued from page 1 

Cliff was among the founders of SBSC 
in 1983, representing St. Thomas 
Aquinas Parish. She served on the 
SBSC Steering Committee for many 
years, including two years as 
chairperson. She joined two SBSC 
delegations to El Salvador, in 1998 and 
2000, visiting our partner community in 
the Bajo Lempa region. 
 
In 2001 SBSC presented Cliff with a 
wooden plaque of the Last Supper, 
expressing the love and appreciation we 
felt for her years of service to SBSC and 
to the people of El Salvador.  This 
beautiful plaque was created by artists 
in El Salvador, who envisioned Christ 
and the Apostles as brown-skinned 
Salvadorans. 

 

Cliff and her family had a long-standing 
commitment to serve Spanish-speaking 
communities in the US and elsewhere.  
In the 1960s they participated in 
Comunidades Eclesiales de Base 
(Christian Base Communities), and 
moved to Cuernavaca, Mexico (1973) to 
participate in the community there. They 
brought their four youngest children with 

them so they would learn that ours is 
not the only culture in the world.  
 

Cliff’s legacy lives on in SBSC through 
her daughter Anne Fillin.  Like her 
mother, she has served on the SBSC 
Steering Committee for a number of 
years, and has visited El Salvador three 
times with our delegations. We 
remember Cliff as an inspiration for all 
of us to live a life devoted to service, as 
she did. 

Karen Skold 
 

 

Published by South Bay Sanctuary Covenant 

3290 Middlefield Road  

Palo Alto, California 94306 

www.southbaysanctuarycovenant.weebly.com 

VOICES on the Border  

https://voiceselsalvador.wordpress.com/ 
 

  

http://www.southbaysanctuarycovenant.weebly.com/
https://voiceselsalvador.wordpress.com/
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Guilty Verdict in Jesuit Murder Trial 

On September 11, the Spanish National 
Criminal Court returned a guilty verdict in the 
trial of former Salvadoran Vice Minister of 
Public Security, Colonel Inocente Orlando 
Montano, for ordering and orchestrating the 

  

Defendant Colonel Inocente Montano testifying in 
Madrid.  Photo:  The Guernica Centre for 
International Justice 

murder of six Jesuit Priests, all of them faculty 
members at the University of Central America, 
their coworker and her daughter, on 
November 16,  1989.  Montano was the sole 
accused perpetrator to be extradited to Spain, 
and was remanded from the US in 2017.  He 
was sentenced to 126 years in prison.  

Dr. Terry Karl, Professor Emeritus at Stanford, 
was an expert witness at the trial, and spoke at 
the SBSC event last October, describing the 
importance of investigating civil war atrocities 
to healing the social and psychological trauma 
of the war. 

Information about the trial, including video 
and summaries of testimony can be found at 
the website of the Guernica Centre for 
International Justice in San Francisco: 

https://www.guernicacentre.org/jesuit-
massacre-trial 

Chris Nilson 

 

‘Message’ continued from page 3 

Our community is about to celebrate our 28th 
anniversary, which we will celebrate with a 
thanksgiving and by sharing a lunch with the 
families of the community. 

As community president I have one year left to 
finish my three-year term and I am happy 
to be working well with the community. My 
wife Sonia and I continue to work in the 
church. My children Owen, Ángel and Antonio 
Junior are studying with guides and online, 
and growing a lot. 
 
We send you many greetings, and best wishes 
that God and our holy Monsignor Romero 
always bless you. 
 
Francisco Antonio González 
Presidente of Comunidad Octavio Ortiz 
Jiquilisco, Usulután, El Salvador 
 

 

Art For Auction 
Proceeds to benefit SBSC Partners in the Bajo Lempa 

SBSC is very fortunate to have received a 
generous donation of three art works from 
Trudy Reagan.  Trudy, who signs her work 
“Myrrh” joined SBSC in 1984 and went on the 
first delegation to El Salvador in 1988.   

These works may all be viewed in color on our 
web site at: 
www.southbaysanctuarycovenant.weebly.com  
under Upcoming Events.  

Bids starting at $200 may be sent by email to: 
contactsouthbaysanctuary@gmail.com or by 
USPO mail to:  

South Bay Sanctuary Covenant,  
3290 Middlefield Road, Palo Alto 94306.   

Please give your name, and phone number 
where you can be reached , the name of your 
chosen picture, and the amount of your bid.  

Janet Constantinou  

 

https://www.guernicacentre.org/jesuit-massacre-trial
https://www.guernicacentre.org/jesuit-massacre-trial
http://www.southbaysanctuarycovenant.weebly.com/
mailto:contactsouthbaysanctuary@gmail.com


 

See How Your Gifts Have Been Working ! 

 

1. IMPROVING FOOD SECURITY AND NUTRITION 

We funded the first phase of the Voices’ project in Morazán (described on page two) to train 
families how to improve their nutrition as well as to lower family food expenses.  Experienced 
agronomists from the National University use model farm plots to train families in constructing and 
maintaining their own plots, without using toxic agrochemicals. Youth and children are learning 
with their parents.  We hope that what is learned in Morazán can move south to the Bajo Lempa 
among villages where SBSC has been a strong presence for years.  We want to fund this continuing 
phase also. 

2. MOBILE COMPUTER LAB WITH INTERNET ACCESS 

This new lab that will rotate communities in the Lower Lempa is a tremendous asset for youth, 
children and their teachers!  We want to help support it.  Perhaps some IT company in Silicon 
Valley would consider adding more computers? 

3. PROTECTING WOMEN FROM DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 

Our earlier support of the Women’s Network has given emergency shelter from abuse in sixteen 
villages, and promoted education about healthy relationships.  Our extended support closes now. 

4. CHANGING NEEDS OF THE FAMILY SEEKING ASYLUM. 

The family we are sponsoring for asylum needs funding for legal fees to prepare their case for their 
final asylum hearing in January.  We recently provided emergency funding for food and basic 
needs when all of the family contracted Covid-19.  Thankfully, all have recovered and the parents 
are back at work and the children are back in school.  Your financial support and prayers for 
success in their January court hearing are greatly appreciated. 
 

WE NEED YOUR SUPPORT TO CONTINUE THESE THINGS 

 
Write checks to:  University Lutheran/SBSC 

and MAIL TO:  SBSC c/o St. Thomas Aquinas Parish Office 
3290 Middlefield Road, Palo Alto, CA 94306 

 
Or, contribute by credit card or Paypal on the ‘Donations’ page at our 

website  www.southbaysanctuarycovenant.weebly.com 
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